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“Beatrix Potter’s 
Gardening Life” 

Monday, November 21st, 2016 at 8pm 
82 Union Street~Montclair, NJ 

Meetings of The Victorian Society in America, Northern New Jersey Chapter are normally 
held on the 3rd Monday of the month at 8pm at the Montclair Women’s Club ~ 82 Union 
Street  ~  Montclair,  NJ.   Meetings  are  free  for  members  ~  Non-members  $5  ~  Yearly 
membership only $30!  Why not consider joining today or giving a gift  membership to a 
friend?  Call Catherine Sullivan at 973-762-6453, or send her your contact info at 9 Vose 
Avenue  Apt  220,  South  Orange,  NJ  07079.   If  your  last  name  begins  with  the  letters 
U,V,W,X,Y and Z, please bring refreshments to the next meeting.  Any questions 
please contact Christina at 973-744-5916 or email christina.mayer@fmglobal.com.

“Beatrix Potter’s Gardening Life: The Plants and Places 
That  Inspired  the  Classic  Children’s  Tales”  will  be 
presented  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Northern  New  Jersey 
Chapter of the Victorian Society in America on November 21st at 
8pm.  Author Marta McDowell will feature her biography of 
Beatrix  Potter,  who  tended  her  gardens  and  plants  while 
writing about lovable characters in a pastoral paradise.   
     In creating her own country life with the purchase of Hill 
Top  Farm  in  the  Lake  District  of  England,  Potter  finally 

inhabited the world of her children’s books, a world largely free 
of status and class.  For herself, she chose not the grand sort of garden she knew from childhood 
holidays but a modest cottage garden, a sentimental, neighborly sort of place where flowers sprout 
up among the vegetables and between the paving stones, and plants are often gifts from neighbors 
or “pinched” on walks.  McDowell suggests that even mean Mr. McGregor, Peter Rabbit’s nemesis, 
isn’t the owner of the kitchen garden in Potter’s book.  He’s just a laborer struggling to do his job, 
wearing humble clothes as he kneels down to plant cabbage seedlings —  on a footing equal to 
Peter’s own.

Marta McDowell lives, gardens and writes in Chatham, NJ.  She teaches landscape history and 
gardening at the New York Botanical Garden, and lectures for garden audiences around the United 
States.  Ms. McDowell will highlight Potter’s horticultural know-how and will chronicle a year in 
her  exuberant  gardens  to  create  a  visually  exciting  and  informative  appreciation  of  Potter’s 
devotion to art and nature.  Please join us!

Views From The Veranda
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Greetings From the President

Dear Members:

~Jane

“Treasure Hunter’s 
Appraisal Day”

Saturday, November 19th, 2016  
9:00am-1:00pm   

82 Union Street, Montclair, NJ
Ever wonder if grandma’s attic treasure really 
was  worth  something?   Bring  your  treasured 
heirlooms  to  find  out  about  its  history  and 
value.   This  event  is  co-sponsored  by  the 
Montclair  Historical  Society  and  the  Montclair 
Women’s Club.  Advanced registration requested. 
Members of either organization: $15/one item; 
Non-members  $20/one  item.  Each  additional 
i tem  $5,  maximum  of  three  i tems  per 
appointment.Please  register  by  email  at 
m a i l @ m o n t c l a i r h i s t o r i c a l . o r g  o r  ca l l 
973-744-1796. 

“A Dickens of a Christmas”
Dr. Elliot Engel

Sunday, December 4th, 2016  2:30pm
Livingston Community Center 

204 Hillside Avenue  Livingston, NJ
With the publication of A Christmas Carol  in 
1843,  Charles  Dickens  forever  changed  the 
way  the  world  celebrates  Christmas.   Dr. 

Engel gives a fascination 
performance,  heavily 
laced with humor, which 
br ings  to  l i f e  th i s 
brilliant  author  and  his 
beloved tale.  Funded by 
the  Fr i e n d s  o f  t h e 
Livingston  Public  Library.  
Call  973-992-4600  or 
visit livingston.bccls.org.

     We had a wonderful program last month by Jim DelGiudice.  Learning 
about New Jersey's  role  in the  Industrial  Revolution through men like 
Stephen Vail, Samuel Morse and of course, Thomas Edison was thought-
provoking and inspiring.
   One word summed up our Fall  Bus trip to the Hudson River Valley 

homes of Thomas Cole and Frederick Church: WOW!  It was a perfect 
autumnal day filled with breath-taking panoramic views.  Each window 
looking  out  of  Olana,  offered  a  beautifully  framed  vista  of  the  Fall 

landscape.  One particular window showed the Hudson River, lake, and the 
Catskills for 68 miles.

We look forward to hearing another great speaker, Marta McDowell, who will be sharing Beatrix 
Potter’s  charm of  her  endearing characters  such as  Peter  Rabbit  and Jemima Puddle-Duck in her  vitally 
rendered illustrations of the English gardens, farms and landscapes.  Ms. McDowell enjoys researching writers 
who have a passion for gardening.  She previously published Emily Dickinson’s Garden in 2005.

 I would also like to express our sincerest condolences to Adriana and her family on the passing of her 
husband John T. O’Toole.  John was a founding member of our organization and was active for many years on 
the Board.  He will be greatly missed.
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       In the Limelight: Beatrix Potter (1866~1943)
Helen Beatrix  Potter,  one  of  the  world’s  most  beloved children’s 

authors, was also an intrepid gardener, savvy landowner, prize-winning 
sheep breeder,  natural  scientist  and conservationist.   She was widely 
respected in  the  field  of  mycology  for  her  study  and watercolors  of 
fungi.  She is credited with preserving much of what is now the fabled 
Lake  District,  ultimately  leaving  thousands  of  pristine  acres  to  the 
National Trust.  Her lifetime achievements are remarkable because it 
was accomplished during an era when ambitious women were firmly 
discouraged from flourishing. 

2016  marks  150  years  since  the  birth  of  Beatrix  Potter.   The 
following are several websites devoted to the world of Beatrix Potter 
and her story telling magic:
http://www.hop-skip-jump.com
http://www.peterrabbit.com
http://beatrixpottersociety.org.uk

Liberty Hall Museum 
located at 1003 Morris  Avenue,  Union, New 
Jersey,  was  the  home  of  New  Jersey’s  first 
e l ec ted  go ver nor  and  s igner  o f  the 
Constitution,  William  Livingston.   Built  in 
1772, on the eve of the American Revolution, 
Liberty Hall has been a silent witness to more 
than  200  years  of  American  history.   The 
originally  designed  14-room  Georgian  Style 
home  has  grown  into  a  50-room Victorian-
style mansion.  Reservations are required for 
the  fo l lowing  November  events :  ca l l 
908-527-0400  or  email  libertyhall@kean.edu.  
Visit  http://www.kean.edu/libertyhall/  for  more 
info.

“Presidential Luncheon”~Saturday Nov. 
12th, Noon-3pm  Meet Teddy Roosevelt and 
see history come to life.   Enjoy his  favorite 

foods of fried chicken, buttery rolls and more. 
$55/person includes guided tour. 

“Afternoon  Tea”  featuring  exquisite 
scones,  finger sandwiches,  pastries and fresh 
fruit~Wednesday,  Nov.  16th  2-4pm.  $40/
person includes guided tour.

“History Happy Hour: Family Secrets” 
Thursday,  Nov.  17th,  7-9pm   240  years  of 
family  secrets  and  fun  stories  will  be  told.  
$25/person.

“Christmas  Tours”  begins  Friday,  Nov. 
25th, hourly tours beginning at 10am to 3pm. 
$12/adult,  $8/senior  or  student,  free  for 
children under 3.

“Murder  Mystery  at  the  Museum” 
Saturday,  Nov.  26th  at  4pm,  6pm  or  8pm. 
Check out  the clues,  and interview the five 
suspects  as  you  solve  the  mystery.   $40/
person.  Refreshments included.

http://www.hop-skip-jump.com
http://www.peterrabbit.com
http://beatrixpottersociety.org.uk
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THE VICTORIAN 
SOCIETY IN AMERICA

www.VictorianSociety.org
Northern NJ Chapter

PO Box 717
Montclair, NJ 07042

The VSANNJ is part of the only 
national non-profit organization 

committed to historic preservation, 
protection, understanding, education, 

and enjoyment of our nineteenth 
century heritage. 

Contact Information:
 President: Jane McNeill 

732-832-1878
Programs: Adriana O’Toole

973-650-6039
Membership: Catherine Sullivan 

973-762-6453
cicisull@msn.com

Newsletter: Rose Shaw
862-215-3518

19valleyrose@gmail.com

82 Union Street is 
handicap accessible

IN MEMORIAM

It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of John 
O’Toole on October 8, 2016.  John, along with his wife of 52 years 
Adriana,  were  charter  members  of  the  Victorian  Society  in 
America, Northern New Jersey Chapter.

In September 1986,  after retirement,  he joined the VSANNJ 
board as Hospitality Chair, which reflected his love of cooking.  He 
became Treasurer of our chapter in September 1987 and continued 
in that chair until June, 1993.  He was a valued member and a dear 
friend.

We wish to express our sympathy to John’s wife Adriana, and 
their children and grandchildren.

FASHION INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY** 
A  dinner  program  for  our  chapter  was  held  at  the  Fashion  Institute  of 

Technology  in New York City in 1979.  The delightful and educational evening 
included the exhibit  “American Living at the Turn of the Century”:  a blend of 
beautifully  restored costumes arranged in  a  variety  of  authentic  settings.   The 
vignettes ranged from a Tiffany sitting room, to a sweet-shop, to a reproduction of 
a small town square complete with a bandstand, hotel, dry goods store, business 
offices, grocery and livery stable.  In addition, the evening included guided tours 
of several departments in the Design Laboratory at FIT including restoration, 
costumes, accessories and textiles.

This  was the first  of  several  memorable field trips  to  the FIT,  hosted by our 
Victorian Society members Dorothy and Marvin Feldman.  Mr. Feldman was the President of the 
Fashion Institute of Technology.  One special evening we were invited to a cocktail party in their 
penthouse apartment on the top floor of the building.  Sublime!

**~compiled by Eileen Sutera, and assisted by Elaine Flint and Pat Sanders
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