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Please note change in the time and place of this month’s meeting!!!
This Award Presentation meeting is free and open to the public.
Meetings are usually held the 3rd Monday of the month  8pm at the Montclair Women’s Club
82 Union Street  Montclair, NJ 07042.  Our next meeting there will be in September, 2011.
Yearly Membership from September 2011 to June 2012 is only $25/person!

Views From The Veranda
The Annual Preservation Award Ceremony of the 

Northern New Jersey Chapter of the Victorian Society in 
America will be held on May 16th, 6pm at the Clark 
Mansion located at 346 Mt. Prospect Avenue in 
Newark, NJ.  The recipients of this year’s awards are: 
the Westfield Historical Society for the Reeve House, and 
Stephen,Sr. and Fran Adubato for the Clark Mansion.

 The Westfield Historical Society, established in 
1969, has played a major role in the preservation, 
restoration and maintenance of two major properties in 
the town of Westfield, New Jersey.  The Society has been 
aggressively working on the historic Reeve House, a 
mid-19 th century Victorian residence located at 314 
Mountain Avenue, Westfield.

  The Reeve family deeded the house to the town of 
Westfield in 1985, with life rights for Edgar Reeve, who 
died in 2001.  It was the wish of the family that the 
Society, a non-profit organization, be given the charge of 
operating the house as a museum and educational center.

Engineer ing and architectura l studies were 
conducted, and along with preservation specialists, it was 
determined that it would cost in excess of $1.3 million to 
restore the property.  The Society now has a $1 per year – 
long - term lease with the Town to a ssume the 
responsibility of the property and to use it as directed by 
the Reeve family.  
 The Clark Mansion, a 33-room estate built in 
1880, has been a prominent architectural landmark in the 
Forest Hill section (North Ward) of Newark.  This 
Victorian mansion, known for its size, architectural 
details, landscaping, and history, is situated on a ridge 
overlooking the Manhattan skyline on a 2.5 acre park-like 
setting, and is on the National Register of Historic 
Buildings.

 William Clark, a Scottish immigrant, was sent to 
America to enlarge the family thread business, originally  
based in Paisley, Scotland.  Many favorable conditions in 
the City of Newark influenced the family in deciding to 
set up operations here.  Within a very short period of 
time their thread business was producing enormous 
profits.  This in turn led William to build his estate close 
by – on a hill overlooking the newly constructed factories 
and the Passaic River.
 Clark and his family lived in mansion until 1925, 
when it was then sold to a private school – the Prospect 
Hill Country Day School for Girls.  The school operated 
in this location until 1972, when it was sold to the North 
Ward Educational and Cultural Center to be used as its 
headquarters.  
 Stephen,Sr. and Fran Adubato, founders of 
the Center, purchased the Clark Mansion at a time when 
many residents and local merchants were leaving Newark.  
With a firm commitment to their neighborhood, the 
continued on page 3

 Architect rendering of the Clark Mansion

Annual Preservation Awards -- The Clark Mansion in Newark, NJ
Monday, May 16th at 6 pm
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Preservation New Jersey’s 10 Most Endangered Historic Sites
Founded in 1978, Preservation New Jersey advocates for and promotes historic preservation as a sustainable 
strategy to protect and enhance the vitality and heritage of New Jersey’s richly diverse communities. They seek 
support for these important character-defining landmarks and historic places. One example is Hurstmont  in Morris 
County.  Constructed in 1886, Hurstmont  was essentially rebuilt in 1902-3 by Sanford White of the famed New York-
based architectural firm McKim, Mead and White, and is a quintessential model of his design.  Visit 
www.preservationnj.org/site/ExpEng/index.php?/ten_most/ for a detailed description of each site and how you can help.  

Oral Memories of Alice Gibson’s grandmother...
 It was a bright sunny Saturday in East Orange, New Jersey in 1914. My grandmother, Alice Ash, was 
returning home from shopping for dresses in Newark with her two daughters, Mildred and Ursula. As she 
walked up the steps of the porch her neighbor called to her. She exclaimed, "Mrs. Ash there was a beautiful 
coach and two black horses with white plumes on their heads here to pick you and the girls up for your friend's 
wedding." 
 My grandmother then collapsed on the step and sobbed. She had missed the wedding of the daughter of 
the Grand Matron of her Eastern Star Lodge.   She had put it down on the wrong day in her calendar. It was to 

be the social event of the Spring season and she wasn't there to see it. She had bought big white 
satin bows for her daughters to wear in their hair and shiny black high laced shoes. She had a 
large white hat with blue flowers to go with her Alice Blue dress, named after Teddy Roosevelt's 
daughter. 
 Now she had saved for many weeks to buy these wedding clothes and she had no 
wedding to attend. Her daughters Mildred and Ursula will always remember the day their 
mother missed the wedding,  Never again did a coach and horses come down 4th Avenue in 
East Orange and leave without any passengers.  Such a sad day for Alice Ash.

http://www.preservationnj.org/site/ExpEng/index.php?/ten_most/
http://www.preservationnj.org/site/ExpEng/index.php?/ten_most/
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GREETINGS FROM OUR PRESIDENT
As we look forward to our final meeting for this year I 
would like to give thanks and a round of applause to 
our hardworking and creative board members. From 
the ice cream social and the graveyard get-together, to 
the wonderful trips and programs and fine newsletter, 
we have had a splendid season thanks to their talents 
and efforts. We are also looking forward to 
this year's garden party, which is sure to be a 
b ig success w i th the i r cont inu ing 
contributions. I would also like to thank all 
o f our members for the i r constant 
enthusiasm and support of our V.S.A. 
chapter. Thank you one and all!

As you may know, May 24th is the 192nd 
anniversary of Queen Victoria's birth.  Let's 
take a look at how she felt on her 18th 
birthday, shall we?  This quote is taken 
from Princess Victoria's diary.   Wouldn't it 
be great if more eighteen year-olds felt this 
way?
   May 1837
"Today is my eighteenth birthday!    How old! and 
yet how far am I from being what I should be.    I 
shall from this day take the firm resolution to 
study with renewed assiduity, to keep my 
attention always well fixed on whatever I am 
about, and to strive to become every day less 
trifling and more fit for what, if Heaven wills it, 

I'm some day to be.  The courtyard and the streets 
were crammed when we went to the Ball, and the 
anxiety of the people to see poor stupid me was 
very great, and I must say I am quite touched by 
it, and feel proud, which I always have done, of my 
country and of the English nation."

To honor Preservation Month, here is an 
1871 recipe from The Book of Preserves  by 
Jules Gouffe:  
 Fruit Preserved in Brandy
"Choose some fine May-Duke or Morella 
cherries; cut off all but 1/2 inch of the 
stalks;  Put the cherries into glass jars; fill 
them up with some strong pale brandy; 
cork the jars carefully, tie some bladder 
over the top and put the jars in a dry 
place for six weeks;  At the end of that 
time uncork the jars, and put in some loaf 
sugar, adding 1/4 lb. of sugar to every 
quart of spirit; cork the jars up again, and 
tie some bladder over the top."

Hope to see you at our May meeting and  June garden 
party!

Have a lovely summer......

  Dolly

continued !om page 1--Annual Preservation Awards
members of the center family rolled up their sleeves to 
peel paint from carved oak lintels and strip linoleum 
from parquet floors, turning the Victorian mansion 
into a premier service center.  A set-back occurred in 
1976, when a devastating fire collapsed the roof and 
did extensive water and smoke damage to the entire 
building. Through a major fundraising campaign, 
foundations, corporations and the public were 
involved to rebuild the mansion to its former glory. 
Today, the Clark Mansion of the North Ward Center 
continues to shine as a beacon in a neighborhood 
which is now seeing signs of a resurgence.  
 One of the Center ’s most outstanding 
accomplishments has been the establishment of the 
Robert Treat Academy.  The charter school is 

considered by many to be one of the best in the 
nation.  It has a diverse student body, coming from the 
neighborhood, with 
graduates going to 
some of the most 
prestigious colleges 
and universities in 
the country.   
 To lea r n 
more about the 
Center, visit their 
website at www.northwardcenter.org. Directions to 
the  mansion are given on page 4 of this newsletter.   
Please call Catherine Sullivan at 973-762-6453 for 
carpool information if you would like to come but 
need a ride.

The Clark Mansion--North Ward Center

http://www.northwardcenter.org
http://www.northwardcenter.org
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Nine historic sites and museums will waive their usual 
admission fees on Sunday, May 15th from noon to 5pm.  
(www.morristourism.org ) Sites participating in the 
event:
Acor n Hall , 68 Morris Avenue, Morristown, 
www.acornhall.org. This Victorian Italianate mansion is 
headquarters of the Morris County Historical Society 
and decorated largely with furnishings from the two 
families who lived there between 1853 and 1971; it also 
has changing exhibits and a garden with period 
features.
Community Children's Museum, 77 East Blackwell 
Street, Dover, a hands-on children's museum (age 10 & 
younger)  focusing on art, science, and world culture.                    
www.communitychildrensmuseum.org .
Fo s t e r f i e l d s L i v i n g Hi s t o r i c a l Fa r m , 
www.morrisparks.net  A restored working dairy cattle 
farm portraying life in the early 20th century through 
costumed living history, farming, and domestic skills 
demonstrations, and tours of the Foster family’s circa 
1852 Gothic Revival house.  73 Kahdena Road, 
Morristown.
Hi s t o r i c Sp ee d we l l, 333 Speedwel l Avenue, 
Morristown, www.morrisparks.net. The “Birthplace of 
the Telegraph,” telling the story of the Vail family and 
their role in the early days of the Industrial Revolution 
and in the development of the telegraph, through 
hands-on exhibits, guided tours, and special event 
weekends.
Macculloch Hall Historical Museum and Gardens, 
45 Macculloch Avenue, Morristown.  An elegant 

historic house and decorative arts museum comprising 
ten period rooms and four exhibit galleries, two of 
which are devoted to the largest collection of 
cartoonist Thomas Nast’s works in the country. 
www.maccullochhall.org
Morris Museum, 6 Normandy Heights Road, 
Morristown, www.morrismuseum.org . A museum 
dedicated to art, science, theater, and history, and 
home to the Murtogh D. Guinness Collection of 
mechanical musical instruments and automata.
Mo r r i s t o w n Na t i o n a l Hi s t o r i c a l Pa r k /
Washington’s Headquarters, 30 Washington Place, 
Morristown, www.nps.gov/morr.   A national park 
preser v ing s i te s o f the Cont inenta l Army 's 
encampment and the headquarters of General George 
Washington during the winters of 1777 and 1779–80.
Museum of Early Trades & Crafts, 9 Main Street, 
Madison, www.metc.org.  A museum exploring 18th & 
19th-century American history, with a focus on New 
Jersey, drawing on its collection of over 8,000 hand 
tools and their products to interpret the lives and 
technologies of men and women who lived and worked 
before the rise of large-scale industrialization in this 
country.
The Stickley Museum at Craftsman Farms, 2352 
Route 10 -West , Morr i s P la ins , 
www.stickleymuseum.org. A National Historic 
Landmark, this 1911 log house is the former home of 
noted turn-of-the-century designer Gustav Stickley, a 
major proponent of the American Arts and Crafts 
movement in home building and furnishing.

Morris Area Museums “Be Our Guest” May 15th, Noon to 5pm

Directions to the Clark Mansion from 
Montclair:

Take Bloomfield Avenue to Newark.   Several 
Blocks after Branch Brook Park (on both side of 
Bloomfield Avenue) proceed to Mt. Prospect Avenue 
(Approx. 4 to 5 lights past the park).   Turn left 
onto Mt. Prospect Avenue.   Proceed to Second 
Avenue - light on that corner -  and go one block 
further to left on Treadwell.  The mansion driveway 
is on the corner of Treadwell and Mt. Prospect 
Avenue - Turn right into the driveway.   

Pieces of the Past:  A History of  Quilts-- 
Sunday, May 22 from 1 to 3 PM

For the inaugural program of Montclair Historical 
Society’s Sunday Spotlight Series, Rita Singer and 
Jean Meyers of the Speertown Quilters will share 
the history of quilts, followed by a look at the 
MHS’s own quilt collection, many of which are not 
often on view at the Israel Crane House. Many of 
their contemporary quilts will also be on display. 
Suggested donation: $5/person. To register call 
973-744-1796, or mail@montclairhistorical.org

http://www.morristourism.org
http://www.morristourism.org
http://www.acornhall.org
http://www.acornhall.org
http://www.communitychildrensmuseum.org
http://www.communitychildrensmuseum.org
http://www.morrisparks.net
http://www.morrisparks.net
http://www.morrisparks.net
http://www.morrisparks.net
http://www.maccullochhall.org
http://www.maccullochhall.org
http://www.morrismuseum.org
http://www.morrismuseum.org
http://www.nps.gov/morr
http://www.nps.gov/morr
http://www.metc.org
http://www.metc.org
http://www.stickleymuseum.org
http://www.stickleymuseum.org
mailto:mail@montclairhistorical.org
mailto:mail@montclairhistorical.org
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 Please join Julia Berrall’s family 
and friends at a champagne reception 
to celebrate the publication of her final 
book, Early American Garden 
B o u q u e t s, which was publ ished 
posthumously by her son.
 The publisher describes the book 
as follows:  In this expertly compiled 
and visually captivating history, Julia 
Smith Berrall traces the ever-changing 
relationship between Americans and 
their gardens from the 17th century 
through the Victor ian era .  See 
www.brandylanepublishers.com for 
more info.
 Her previous publications include 
A History of Flower Arrangement (1953) 
and The Garden–An I%ustrated History 
(1966).

 In addition to being a concert pianist 
and museum curator, Julia Smith Berrall 
of Montclair, New Jersey enjoyed a 
prolific and celebrated career as a 
gardening expert and historian. She was 
a Master Flower Show Judge of the 
Montclair Garden Club, was honored by 
The National Garden Club and The 
Garden Club of America.  She received a 
spec ia l award f rom the French 
government for her books on gardening. 
Julia and her husband, Lloyd, were 
instrumental in the restoration of Crane 
House and Presby Memorial Ir is 
Gardens. 
 Kindly RSVP at 973-744-4752 or at  
info@vanvleck.org.  There will be copies 
of her book for sale that afternoon.
 

Early  American  Garden  Bouquets   Book Debut at Van Vleck House & 
Gardens--21 Van Vleck Street,  Montclair,-- Saturday,  May 21st,  4-6pm

“Spring Gardens and Beautiful Mansions on the 
Hudson” Chapter Bus Trip--
Friday, May 13th,8:30am to 
5:30pm  Join us for our spring bus 
trip to  both the Vanderbilt and 
Mills Mansions located along the 
Hudson River at Hyde Park, NY.  
We wil l explore these lavishly 
decorated homes and grounds built 
during the gilded age.  Call Catherine Sullivan at 
973-762-6453 for reservations. 
“June Garden Party” to be held June 6th at 6pm 
Members will receive a special invitation to our last 
celebration of the program year.  You will not want to 
miss what is known as one of the best private gardens 
in the country.   A special tour guide will be available 
to show us this outstanding garden that has been 
featured in numerous magazines and newspapers. $10/
person--members and their guests only. You will 
receive the garden location once you make your 
reservation with Christina Mayer at 973-744-5916 or  
Christina.mayer@fmglobal.com

“125th  Wedding Anniversary of Grover Cleveland 
and Frances Folsom”--September 19th,   8pm 
Mark your calendars now for our chapter’s first 
program of the upcoming 2011-2012 year!  Grover 
Cleveland was the only president to be married at the 
White House during his term of office.  And at 21 
years old, Frances was the youngest-ever First Lady!  
Come out and celebrate their anniversary with us!  

Victorian Society in  America, Northern New Jersey Chapter-- Upcoming Events

Mills Mansion

The wedding was held in the Blue Room of the 
White House on June 2, 1886

http://www.brandylanepublishers.com
http://www.brandylanepublishers.com
mailto:info@vanvleck.org
mailto:info@vanvleck.org
mailto:Christina.mayer@fmglobal.com
mailto:Christina.mayer@fmglobal.com
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Board Members
PRESIDENT
Dolly Rosen 201-306-9154
VICE PRESIDENT
Jane McNeill 732-832-1878
TREASURER
Kevin Cooney 973-744-5916
SECRETARY
Patricia Sanders 973-746-1433
PUBLICITY CHAIR
Christina Mayer 973-744-5916
PROGRAMS
Adriana O’Toole 973-744-8267
MEMBERSHIP
Catherine Sullivan 973-762-6453
HOSPITALITY
Christina Mayer & Judyann Affronti  
973-748-7290
PRESERVATION
Richard Grossklaus 973-621-7999
ARCHIVES
Eileen Sutera 908-688-4356
TRIPS
Alice Gibson 973-228-1293
NEWSLETTER
Rose Shaw 973-509-5352

THE VICTORIAN 
SOCIETY IN AMERICA

Northern NJ Chapter
PO Box 717

Montclair, NJ 07042
www.VictorianSociety.org

 As the year winds down we are left with just two remaining 
programs.  Were I to take a survey, I am willing to bet that all of you feel 
that your dues were well spent, given the marvelous programs our team has 
put together.
  Our fiscal year ends on August 31, so you will be hearing from me -- 
your Membership Chair -- in August.  In order to continue your 
membership without a break, please respond with your renewals early in 
September.  Our yearly membership is only $25!
 If you forget to send in your renewal, you will not receive your 
November and December newsletters and you will miss out on our lovely 
programs and events.  Once again, our fiscal year runs from September 1 to 
August 31, different from the calendar year.
 I wish you all a wonderful peaceful summer and thank you for your 
support.
     Catherine

A Reminder From Our Membership Chair

Election of officers for 2011/2012 will take place at the May 16, 2011 
monthly meeting.  The Nominating Committee (Jeanette Miller, Elaine 
Conti, Eric Dominquez) has drawn up the following slate of officers for 
2011/2012.  Additional nominations for any of these offices may be made by 
the membership at the meeting.
President:        Dolly Rosen
Vice-President:      Jane McNeill
Secretary:        Pat Sanders
Treasurer:        Kevin Cooney
Board Members:    Christina Mayer
        Adriana O’Toole
        Catherine Sullivan
        Judyann Affronti
        Richard Grossklaus
        Eileen Sutera
        Alice Gibson
        Rose Shaw

Thanks again to all who contributed and participated in 
our silent auction fundraiser in March!   In order to 
continue to improve this event, we welcome any 
feedback that you may have.  Please contact Dolly 
Rosen with your questions, comments, or suggestions.

Do you have any family stories or a fond oral memory handed down from the 
Victorian age that you would like to share with us in this newsletter?  Please 
give any recollections to Rose Shaw at the monthly meeting or send to: 
19valleyrose@gmail.com.    Please indicate on the subject line “VSA-memories 
to share”.

The on l y nat iona l non -prof i t 
organization committed to historic 
preservation, protection, understanding, 
education, and enjoyment of our 
nineteenth century heritage.

http://www.VictorianSociety.org
http://www.VictorianSociety.org
mailto:19valleyrose@gmail.com
mailto:19valleyrose@gmail.com

