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Views From The Veranda

Meetings of The Victorian Society in America, Northern New Jersey Chapter are normally held on the 3rd 
Monday of the month at 8pm at the Montclair Women’s Club ~ 82 Union Street ~ Montclair, NJ.  Meetings are 
free for members ~ Non-members $5 ~ Yearly membership only $25!  If your last name begins with the letters 
I, J, K, L, please bring refreshments to the next meeting.  Any questions please contact Christina 
at 973-744-5916 or  email Christina.mayer@fmglobal.com.

“The Victorian Color Palette” 
Monday, April 18th at 8:00pm 

Montclair Women’s Club 
82 Union Street~Montclair, NJ 

in  the  world  of  color ”  by 
Ben jamin  Moore  &  Co. , 
award ing  her  w i th  the 
prestigious  HUE  award.  

Amy Wax books have been 
highly regarded as a source for 
color  help  and  inspiration.  
Can’ t  Fai l  Color  Schemes ,  a 
national  best  seller,  has  also 
rece ived  se vera l  awards , 
including “Book of the Year”.

Come  out  to  our  next 
meeting  on  April  21st,  and  be 
awakened to “color your world.”

The  Victorian  Society  in  America,  Northern  New Jersey 
Chapter is so very pleased to present award winning author and 
internationally  recognized architectural  color consultant,  Amy 
Wax.  Ms. Wax will enlighten us with “The Victorian Color Palette”, 
an illustrated lecture on colors for the Victorian home.  She is 
the owner of Your Color Source Studios, Inc., and created the 
Color911 app and blog.   Ms.Wax states,  “I’m an  illustrator,  and 
being an artist gives me a unique and refined sense of color.  People try to 
be a color consultant because they think it’s easy.    But it takes training 
and skill.”  Ms. Wax has helped with color palette development 
for major paint manufacturers.  She is the first color consultant 
to be nationally recognized for her   “immense talent and vision
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Greetings From the President

~Jane

Dear Members:

The Morris Museum, an epicenter of art, science, culture, and history, is located in the Twin 
Oaks mansion in historic Morristown.  The museum boasts a permanent collection of more than 
40,000 objects ranging from rocks and minerals to model trains, as well as one of the country’s 
largest collections of mechanical musical instruments and automata. It is also the home of the 
Bickford Theatre, which presents a variety of plays, concerts, and other performances throughout 
the year.

Among  the  museum’s  many  delightful  offerings  is  their  Tea  and  Treasures  series.   On 
Wednesday, April 20th at 2pm, you can enjoy an afternoon of tea, light refreshments, and the 
treasured word, as award winning poet Maria Mazziotti Gillan shares her passion for poetry.  
Ms. Gillan will read a selection of her poems and tell the tales that have inspired her writing.  She 
has written over 20 books, some of which will be available for signing.

Ms. Gillan grew up in Paterson, New Jersey, graduated from Seton Hall University and from 
NYU with an MA in Literature.  She enrolled in a PhD program at Drew University from 1977-80.  
She  is  a  recipient  of  the  2014  George  Garrett  Award  for  Outstanding  Community  Service  in 

Literature, the 2011 Barnes & Noble Writers for Writers Award, and many others.  She has 
read her poems at universities, festivals, and poetry centers throughout the USA and 

in  Italy,  France,  Yugoslavia,  Finland,  Wales,  and  Ireland.   She  is  the  Founder/
Executive Director of the Poetry Center at Passaic County Community College in 

Paterson, NJ, and editor of the Paterson Literary Review.
Advance registration is required; for tickets, call 973-971-3706. $10/person.  Morris 
Museum is located at 6 Normandy Road in Morristown.  See www.morrismuseum.org 

for more info.

The March meeting was fascinating.  Mark Wright gave a comprehensive lecture on the 
difference between Shingle Style and Queen Anne Victorian architecture.  Many fine 
examples of local buildings in Montclair and Glen Ridge were shown.  Famous architect 

Charles McKim’s influence was also referenced.  McKim too was local; he lived in West 
Orange and is buried in Montclair’s Rosedale Cemetery.  Our Silent Auction fundraiser that 

benefits scholarships for the National Victorian Society Summer School program was also held.  The high 
attendance at this meeting contributed to a very successful silent auction.

The Spring trip to the Hill-stead Museum in Farmington Connecticut on May 18th is SOLD OUT.  We 
will be there when their famous sunken garden is in full bloom.

 Hope to see you at the April meeting with Amy Wax, International Color Consultant as our speaker.

http://www.morrismuseum.org
http://www.morrismuseum.org


THE VICTORIAN SOCIETY/ THE NORTHERN NJ CHAPTER                         APRIL   2016

PAGE 3

In the Limelight: Agnes & Margaret Smith~Lady Bible Hunters

In St. Catherine’s monastery at Mount Sinai, Egypt. there is a special decorated 
box, containing a manuscript carefully wrapped in silk, which is the oldest extant copy 
of  the  four  canonical  gospels.  The  Syriac  Sinaiticus  was  first  discovered  and 
photographed by Agnes Smith Lewis and Margaret Dunlop Gibson (nees Agnes and 
Margaret  Smith),  two  intrepid  middle-aged  Scottish  sisters  who  undertook  the 
journey by camel to the monastery in 1892.

Born identical twins in 1843 and raised by their father John, Agnes and Margaret 
had  a  privileged  upbringing.   They  were  educated  as  if  they  were  boys.  For  every 
language they learned, the girls would be taken to that country by their father. And so it 
was that the twins had mastered French, German, Spanish, and Italian by their teens.  Their 
father died when the sisters were 23 and they received a huge inheritance.  Not tied to the typical 
social norms of their day, the sisters found solace in travel.  They decided to venture to what was 
known as the Holy Land, setting off for Egypt and eventually reaching Jerusalem. 

Upon returning to Britain,  they dedicated themselves to learning more languages,  including 
ancient and modern Greek, Arabic, and Syriac, a dialect of Aramaic.  These Presbyterian sisters also 
devoted themselves to exercise, teaching Sunday School, volunteering in their church soup kitchen, 
along with their avid intellectual pursuits and further travels.  They settled in the scholarly city of 
Cambridge, but were seen as far too eccentric by society..  Both sisters found happy marriages in 
midlife, although sadly, both husbands died just a few years after they’d been married.  

And so in 1892, having only each other, they decided to venture again to Egypt’s Sinai Desert.  
At that time, the western Christian world was clamoring for finds that could disprove some of the 
disturbing questions Darwin had raised about the veracity of the Bible.  A friend and paleographer, 
James  Rendel  Harris  told  the  sisters  to  search  out  a  dark  closet  off  a  chamber  beneath  the 
archbishop’s rooms at St. Catherine’s–perhaps the world’s oldest Christian monastery –where there 
were chests of Syriac manuscripts that Harris had noticed but hadn't been able to inspect on his 
last trip to the monastery.  They were all hoping these manuscripts might contain early versions of 
the gospels.  And so Agnes and Margaret Smith braved an area where, ten years before, Cambridge’s 
leading Arabic professor was murdered by bandits.  

It was in that neglected dusty cupboard that the sisters found a palimpsest which they had to 
steam  apart  with  a  tea  kettle.   A 
palimpsest is a manuscript whose pages 
have been recycled. The vellum had been 
scraped to remove the original text and 
been written over.  Over time, however, 
the  original  words  begin  to  show 
through.  Beneath a manuscript on the 
lives of women saints was the “yellowish-
red  underwriting”  of  the  four  Gospels.  
The twins couldn’t be sure of their find, 
but  nevertheless  they  were  convinced 
enough to use almost all of their film on 
photographing  the  manuscr ipt .                    

…continued on page 4

www.atlasobscura.com/articles/how-lady-bible-hunters-made-the-victorian-eras-most-stunning-scriptural-find
www.saintssistersandsluts.com/the-momentous-discovery-of-agnes-and-margaret-smith/

**

**
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THE VICTORIAN 
SOCIETY IN AMERICA

www.VictorianSociety.org
Northern NJ Chapter

PO Box 717
Montclair, NJ 07042

The VSANNJ is part of the only 
national non-profit organization 

committed to historic preservation, 
protection, understanding, education, 

and enjoyment of our nineteenth 
century heritage. 

Contact Information:
 President: Jane McNeill 

732-832-1878
Programs: Adriana O’Toole 

973-650-6039 
Membership: Catherine Sullivan 

973-762-6453
cicisull@msn.com

Newsletter: Rose Shaw
862-215-3518

19valleyrose@gmail.com

82 Union Street is 
handicap accessible

In 2000, the National Historic Preservation Act was amended 
to help preserve some of America’s most iconic historic resources – 
lighthouses  and  their  often  spectacular  settings.  The  law  now 
includes  a  process  for  transferring  federally  owned lighthouses  to 
new owners who will preserve and interpret these historic structures. 
Such  resources  and  the  programs  that  support  their  preservation 
remind us that we are a country with a rich maritime history (on 
three coasts,  the Great Lakes,  and myriad bays,  rivers,  and lakes), 
where Americans have lived, worked, and played for generations.

Discover  how  the  nation  is  commemorating  the  50-year 
anniversary  of  the  National  Historic  Preservation  Act  of  1966  at 
www.preservation50.org.

The  Friends  of  the  Livingston  Public  Library  is  hosting  a 
Centennial Concert Series at the library, 10 Robert Harp Drive in 
Livingston, NJ on the following dates:
Sunday, April 10th at 3pm: Masterwork Camerata~Choral Chamber 
Ensemble
Sunday, May 15th at 3pm: “Izzy  Who?  A Tribute  to  Irving  Berlin”  
Naomi Miller & Annette Sanders with jazz pianist Joel Zelnik
Sunday June 26th at 3pm: BARYNYA: traditional Russian Ukranian, 
and Klezmer folk dance
Concerts are free and open to the public.  Call 973-992-4600 ext 505 
or visit livingston.bccls.org for more information.

Lady Bible Hunters ~ continued from page 3

Back  in  Cambridge,  the  sisters  were  initially 
ignored  as  dilettantes  by  the  university’s  eminent 

professors...until  the  professors  got  a  proper  look.  
Agnes  Smith  really  had  discovered  something  of  worth.  

The Syriac Sinaiticus, a monumental treasure, dated back to 
the  mid-4th  century,  and  the  translation  it  preserved  went 
back to the 2nd century, very close to the fountainhead of early 

Christianity.  
The  twins  became  celebrities,  with  speaking  engagements, 

honorary degrees and further travels to the Middle East.  Margaret 
died in 1920 and Agnes in 1926.  The sisters used their inheritance to 
endow Westminster College in Cambridge.  During their lifetime, 
the University of Cambridge never recognized the sisters for their 
remarkable  scriptural  find  of  the  Syriac  Sinaiticus.   But  that  isn’t 
wholly surprising from a university that denied women full degrees 
until 1948. 
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